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OVER 

75million
CHILDREN DO NOT 
GO TO SCHOOL

 CHILDREN OFTEN WALK

5-10miles
TO GET TO SCHOOL

LESS THAN

2%
OF HUMANITARIAN AID 
IS SPENT ON EDUCATION

Education and Outlook
 
 
In many low income countries, 
children do not complete their 
education for many reasons which 
include poor health, poverty and 
lack of educational resources. 

Orphans and disabled children really struggle as 
there is no provision for them, and if they cannot 
afford a school uniform, they cannot attend.

In these countries, governments are trying to 
encourage their children into science and technology to 
drive progress in their country, yet ironically, it is often 
science and mathematics that the children are least 
interested in, and are making the slowest progress in. 

Children often walk 5-10 miles to get to school, and 
barely eat proper meals whilst attending school. 
The schools themselves very rarely have sufficient 
resources for the children. Sports facilities are unheard 
of, there are no libraries, children will share a text 
book between a class, and science teaching is entirely 
theoretical as there are no laboratory facilities.

Humanity First believes that access to education is 
a right for all children, and will set them up for life.

OUR PROJECTS

HUMANITY FIRST 
BELIEVES THAT 
ACCESS TO 
EDUCATION IS 
A RIGHT FOR 
ALL CHILDREN

Disclaimer 
Funds raised from this appeal will be used 
to support Knowledge For Life. If the funds 
raised exceed Humanity First's funding 
requirements for this appeal or if we 
conclude for any other reason that it is not 
possible for monies to be spent effectively 
for the purposes of the appeal, any remaining 
funds will be used to help us respond to 
other needs within our programme portfolio.

KNOWLEDGE FOR LIFE    3



Humanity First is working to help achieve the 
following Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in 
Africa, Central and South America, and Asia:

There has been progress on enrolment into secondary and university 
education, but there are still great disparities across the world as illustrated 
in the table below using a sample of countries in different regions:

Millennium Development Goals Literacy & Education Progress

GOAL 1
Eradicate Extreme 

Poverty and Hunger

TARGET 2
Achieve full 

and productive 
employment and 

decent work for all, 
including women 
and young people

GOAL 2
Achieve universal 
primary education

TARGET 1
Ensure that, by 2015, 
children everywhere, 
boys and girls alike, 

will be able to 
complete a full course 
of primary schooling

GOAL 3
Promote gender equality 

and empower women

TARGET 1
Eliminate gender 

disparity in primary 
and secondary 

education, preferably 
by 2005, and in all 
levels of education 
no later than 2015

Region Country Primary 
completion 
rate

Secondary 
School 
enrolment 
rate

Literacy rate Pupil Teacher 
Ratio

EUROPE 
& NORTH 
AMERICA

Canada - 100 99 17

France 98 99 99 19

Germany 99 99 99 13

United Kingdom - 93 99 18

United States 99 88 99 14

CARIBBEAN 
& LATIN 
AMERICA

Argentina 106 89 97 16

Brazil - 82 88 23

Guyana 83 - 92 26

Haiti - - 53 -

Mexico 99 73 86 28

MIDDLE EAST Egypt 98 65 71 27

Palestine 95 85 92 28

United Arab Emirates 97 83 78 16

ASIA PACIFIC Australia - 88 99 17

Bangladesh 65 41 48 46

India 63 60 61 35

Indonesia 80 69 90 17

Pakistan 60 33 50 40

AFRICA Benin 63 18 34 45

Burkina Faso 64 16 22 48

Gambia 61 48 40 37

Ghana 73 46 58 33

Ivory Coast 61 - 49 42

Kenya - 50 85 47

Liberia 46 - 57 24

Mali 77 32 46 50

Nigeria 74 25 68 46

Sierra Leone 74 - 35 -

Tanzania 74 27 69 54

Uganda 52 21 67 49

(Source: World Bank 2012 Index Mundi 2012, UNESCO Index 2011)

Despite huge efforts, over 75 million children do not go to school, and 
less than 2% of humanitarian aid is spent on education (UNESCO 2011)

*Numbers in red indicate poor performance
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The Knowledge for Life Programme Get Involved

Join our partners and work 
with Humanity First. 

Many primary and secondary schools across the UK, have 
been donating reference and syllabus books to HF, especially 
when the national syllabus has been changing. Companies have 
been donating other items including stationary items. Sports 
clubs have been donating kits, balls and other equipment.

£20
pays for educational 

resources for a 
single student 

£250
provides multimedia 

resources for 
one school

£500
provides reference books 

for a library for 
one school

£600
provides a science 
laboratory kit for 

one school

Are you a 
teacher? 
or want  
to help?

You or your 
company can 
donate 

Student Resources  
Provision of books, stationary and 
school uniforms for orphans and 
for the poorest children who would 
otherwise miss out on schooling. HF 
has been assisting poor students and 
orphans in this way in a number of 
countries including Haiti, Macedonia, 
Gambia, Sao Tome, Burkina Faso, Benin, 
Uganda, Pakistan and Indonesia.

School Building
Building of new schools and new school 
blocks. HF has been responsible for 
building and running primary and secondary 
schools in a number of countries including 
Haiti, Gambia, Sierra Leone, Benin, 
Bangladesh and Pakistan. Our policy 
is one of gender equality. Our largest 
school in Yundum in The Gambia has 454 
boys and 383 girls, and equal access to 
school resources and facilities for them.

Science Laboratories
Provision of kits of materials for school 
science laboratories including a telescope, 
microscopes, electrical meters, pendulum, 
a skeleton, magnets, weights, optical 
instruments, models of the eye and other 
body parts, chemistry sets as well as a 
range of posters graphically illustrating 
concepts. This is helping to make the 
teaching of science much more practical 
and engaging for the children. HF is 
providing kits in many countries including 
Haiti, Gambia, Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso, 
Ivory Coast, Ghana, Uganda and Kenya.

Libraries
Shipping of reference books including 
encyclopaedias, dictionaries, atlases, 
reference texts in science, mathematics, 
history, geography, literature. In many 
cases, HF is helping to set up school 
libraries, and indexing the books using 

the International Dewey Decimal 
classification system. Already, HF had 
provided books and library materials to 
over 25 schools in West Africa and East 
Africa by 2011, and was expecting to 
support a further 20 schools every year.

Multimedia Facilities
To supplement teaching and complement 
library facilities, HF is starting to 
provide a range of documentary CDs 
and DVDs and televisions to enable 
classes to visualise concepts. This also 
covers travel and wildlife for students 
who are unlikely to actually travel and 
witness these things in their lifetime.

Scholarships
Provision of scholarships to the brightest 
poor students to complete university 
education. This has resulted in some very 
talented graduates, some of whom are 
now in management roles, and one is now 
on the management team of HF Gambia!

Our Kids, Our Future (OKOF)
A programme in North America to 
empower deprived communities, school 
staff and students to enthuse the children 
and bring to life their creative potential. 
Schools are provided with mini-grants to 
enable creative teachers to bring innovation 
to the classroom including provision of 
tutoring, mentoring, ICT, library books and 
awards to enthuse promising students.

Sports Resources
Provision of playing kits, a range of sports 
equipment including nets, balls and 
racquets. HF is also building a running track, 
football pitch and courts for basketball/
netball and volleyball at some of our 
schools such as in Yundum, The Gambia.

If you are a teacher or can assist 
in any other way and would be 
prepared to spend 1-2 weeks in the 
field, please email your details.

Your or your company can donate 
towards the programme, and the 
following gives an indication of 
typical budgets in this programme:

Humanity First has been providing assistance on the 
ground as described through the following projects that 
form part of our Knowledge for Life programme:

Email us at info@uk.humanityfirst.org

Visit: www.uk.humanityfirst.org 
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About Humanity First

Mission Statement

Humanity First is a charity established 
to promote and safeguard human life 
and dignity. It is a non-political, non-
religious, non-sectarian international 
relief and development agency that 
works with the world’s poorest 
and most vulnerable people.

Humanity First was established in the 
UK in 1995, and now has registered 
operations in 39 countries and projects 
in many more. Most of our aid workers 
and the management of Humanity 
First are unpaid volunteers and our 
administrative expenses are negligible. 
We are able to deliver significantly 
more aid value in the field from the 
funds we raise through volunteers, 
collaboration and global sourcing.

Objectives

Overview

RELIEVE
SUFFERING CAUSED BY 

NATURAL DISASTERS OR 
HUMAN CONFLICT

PROMOTE
PEACE 

AND UNDERSTANDING 
BASED UPON MUTUAL 

TOLERANCE AND 
RESPECT

STRENGTHEN 
PEOPLE’S CAPACITY 

TO HELP THEMSELVES

OVER

1,500
VOLUNTEERS WORLDWIDE

93%
OF FUNDS GO DIRECTLY 
TO PROJECTS

AID VALUE INCLUDING 
VOLUNTEER HOURS AND 
DONATED ITEMS OFTEN

30times
THE VALUE OF DONATIONS

ASSISTED OVER

400k
DISASTER VICTIMS IN 
THE LAST DECADE

PROVIDED SAFE DRINKING 
WATER TO OVER

2.3m
VILLAGERS

ASSISTED OVER

200k
VILLAGERS THROUGH OUR 
AGRICULTURE PROJECTS

HELPED OVER

120k
STUDENTS WITH FACILITIES  
AND RESOURCES


